NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
from his creditors. His positive duties " were to assure himself habitually by his own eyes of the existence of Bonaparte/'' His own eyes, as we have seen, never enabled him to do more than assure himself of the end of that existence. Nevertheless, he set off in a serious and indeed heroic spirit. He began his despatches from Teneriffe on the voyage out. " I have the honor to warn you/' he says to his chief, " that I am quite decided never to separate myself from my prisoner so long as he lives." He arrives on the anniversary of Waterloo, lands precipitately, and demands at once to be conducted to Longwood, that he may send his government a certificate of the existence of Napoleon by the ship leaving next day. He is with difficulty appeased, but tells Lowe that it is essential that he should be in a position to say that he has seen the captive. Two days afterwards (June 20th) the governor asks Count Bertrand if the Emperor will receive the commissioners. " Have they brought any letters for the Emperor from their sovereigns?" asks Bertrand. "No; they have come under the convention of August 2, 1815, to assure themselves of his presence/' Bertrand will take the Emperor's orders. Have they got the convention? There is a terrible doubt. No one had thought of bringing a copy: no copy can be found; and yet it is from this instrument that they derive their authority and their official existence. The commissioners are at their wits' end. At last, by a freak of fortune, after a search of three weeks, Sturmer finds in his trunk some loose sheets of the Journal des Debats, which he had brought in due course of packing, and which happened to contain the precious treaty. In this undignified form it was forwarded to Napoleon, who
154is ;;                       suite confess to Maitland that much of his bodily ;;                       activity and mental energy has disappeared.
